Post-operative complications following minimal access surgery.
The growth in popularity of minimal access surgery in gynaecology has coincided with a reduction in the length of hospital stay. Patients need to be made aware of the potential for and symptoms and signs of complications to ensure that they seek help at an early stage. Clinicians need to be vigilant in the recognition of adverse events both intra- and post-operatively to minimize the risk of developing serious complications. The growth in litigation in minimal access surgery represents, in part, a failure of surgeons to adapt to the new demands of this type of surgery.